Woosehill Church Magazine

We are on Chestnut Ave, just around the corner
from The Hawthorns School.
All are welcome.

Find us on our website
woosehillchurch.churchuna.com

r Woosehill Church




Dear Church Family and all
other readers,

Welcome to this Lenten, Easter

and Springtime edition of the
Woosehi || Church
wonderful to celebrate the beauty

of God’'s creation
year with the golden daffodils, the
blossom and the birdsong, how
blessed we are to be able to
appreciate it in this country, rain
showers and all!

This is a bumper edition of the
magazine, with a special
supplement about the progress of
PMC (Partnership in Missional
Church) within our church and
parish.

1 “

Steven’s prod fr
certainly resonated withme - i t
how | became magazine editor ten
years ago now, so watch out
Steven!

When we make time in our busy
lives, sometimes those prods
appear and continue however

often we push them away saying
to ourselves “Not
can do it so much better —-"

If you are feeling any prods, no
matter how tentative, do share
them —your life will be enriched |
can assure you.

As Patrick says,
Blessings,
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Clergy Letter

s, and our thoughts turn to the  intense drama of
ould like to provide a context and vision around and
pCise

artnership in Missional Church), to draw out the themes
of the journey we are on as a parish and as individual churches.

We've been reasonably good at engaging with parts of PMC as they
have come up, and most people have reported favourable experiences
in things like choosing a focus for our mission and dwelling in the
word. | am conscious that some of these spiritual practices feel
strange to people and move us out of our comfort zone - and I'm
hoping that, in providing the overarching narrative behind all of these
things, we can begin to see the direction of travel and the sort of
churches we are striving and praying to become.

Every Church has things which they excel at and things which they
don’t even know how to begin. We are no different. PMC is Christian
Professional Development which we do together. It takes the things
we know well and the things we used to know and have stopped
noticing and it adds to them a very clear and lively sense of God at
work in the world. PMC says that our expectation of God is often
too small and our idea of God too limited.

Everything PMC explores is built on the basic idea that God is
involved in the community and wants us to work together with
people in the community to build the kingdom in the places we are
set. What is so liberating about PMC is that it doesn’t try to make
every Church look the same, but aims to help us become a better us
because the way we already are is in response to the call of God.

Through PMC we learn to be the Church God calls us to be - more
faithful, more engaged, more courageous, more generous, a better,
deeper, holier us. It is already an exciting journey.




deeper, holier us. It is already an exciting journey.

It will take us to places which are not necessarily comfortable along
roads we might not recognise. But as we journey, we move more
deeply into the heart of God and into God’s longing for the
community of which we are part. And we will still be us. Our
traditions, our ways of worship, our ways of relating to each other
are sure. Our DNA and our identity will not change- in fact, if
anything, we will

become more clearly who we already are by trusting God more and
seeking more bravely to be God’s people in God’s world together.

May God inspire, hearten and delight us as we daily seek to find him

not only in worship but also in relationships and service in the world
to which we belong.

Revdd Ri chard Lamey
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T Woosehill Church

Deadline for the next magazine:

18th May
Articles preferably by email to:

valerie.weedon@btinternet.com
01189791156

Still struggling with the formatting on my new computer,
please bear with me!




Passion of the Psalms
God has not abandoned you. Though you have suffered much, your
suffering will come to an end. Forgiveness and salvation have come.
There is light. There is hope.
After C. S. Lewis lost his wife to cancer, he called out to God for
comfort but sensed no reply. Confused, he asked, "What can this
mean?! Why is He so present a commander in our time of prosperity
and so very absent a help in time of trouble?"
Your experience is common. The Psalms are a great source of
solidarity and comfort. Here are a few examples of distressed cries
for God to act:
1 Be gracious to me, O Lord, for | am pining away; heal me, O
Lord, for my bones are dismayed. And my soul is greatly dismayed;
but You, O Lord--how long (Psalm 6:2-3)?
1 How long, O Lord? Will You forget me forever? How long will
You hide Your face from me? How long shall | take counsel in my
soul, Havingsorrow in my heart daily? How long will my enemy be
exalted over me? (Psalm 13:1-2)
1 Will the Lord reject forever? And will He never be favourable
again? Has His loving kindness ceased forever? Has His promise come
to an end forever? Has God forgotten to be gracious, or has He in
anger withdrawn His compassion (Psalm 77:7-9)?
O God, do not remain quiet; do not be silent and, O God, do not be
still (Psalm 83:1).
Psalm 22:1 contains perhaps the most well-known example, "My
God, my God, why have You forsaken me? Far from my deliverance
are the words of my groaning." Jesus found echoed His anguish
through that psalm on the cross: saying, 'Eloi, Eloi, lama sabachtharn
that is, 'My God, My God, why have You forsaken Me?™ (Matthew
27:46).
It’s not a new question for the Lord. God’s children have asked it
over many centuries. VWhat we mustn’t do is allow bitterness to kill
our faith. Through the Psalms we to can find a place to channel our

frustrations and anger-.

?



Holy Week and Easter at Wooselhill

Tuesday Evening Communion at 8pm, 11th April

Maundy Thursday Agape Meal at 8pm, 13th April

Good Friday Service at 2pm, 14th April

Easter Sunday Communion at 10am, 16th April
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The Thin

A Journey to th
by Stephen Cottrell

This slim book approaches the powerful and painful narrative of Holy

Week in a highly imaginative and thought provoking manner. The
idea for this book was planted as Stephen Cottrell read Tim O’Brien’s
fictional work ‘The Things They Carried’. Thatbook was set in the
Vietnam War and portrayed the hopes, emotions and fears of the
soldiers in that war. Stephen Cottrell began to consider what Christ
carried on his journey to the cross.

He went on to develop this seed of an idea as he was invited to
preach at St Paul’s Cathedral in the Good Friday “Three Hours’. He
used his initial thoughts of what Christ carried to the cross to
represent the story of the Passion. It was such that this inspirational
book came to be written.

In essence the book is eight 10 minute meditations upon standing
under the cross. He writes as if beneath the cross in a meditative,
poetic style. You are invited to use your imagination as well as your
mind. Each item carried by Jesus is then used for personal reflection
with short biblical passages. We are shown what things He carried
.... the crown of thorns, a seamless robe, the hopes of God, the sins
of the world, our sorrows, a broken heart and of course the cross.
We are invited to consider each in turn before reflecting upon their
relevance to our lives and faith.

The reader is invited to find an object for each reflection as a focus.
Nothing complicated is needed and | found | could quickly put my
hands on each item..... a piece of wood, an empty basket, a sealed
envelope for example.

| read this book by myself in Holy Week last year — but it could be
easily read with your partner, in a group or with a friend. The book
may be slim but it contains great riches — as | read and reflected upon
the passages | found that the weight of the cross was almost palpable
and as Stephen Cottrell says ‘you may even pick it (the cross) up
yourself’.

gs He Carri ¢
e

Rev’d Julie Mintern
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Some Light Reli eff!

Top Ten Signs You May Not Beg Reading Y

T The preacher announces thej|sermon 1is
check the Table of Content$

q You think Abraham, | saac, and Jacob m
songs during the 60s.

1 You open to the Gospel of Luke and a
out .

1 Your favourite Old Testamenpt patriarc

1 A small family of woodchucks has take
Psal ms of your Bible

T You become frustrateddGbécasweeae Cmharl to
either the Concordance or the Table o

1 Catching the kids reading the Song of
fiWho gave you this stuff?

1 You think the minor prophetfts worked i

1 You keep falling for it every time wh
turn to First Condomini ums)|

1 The kids keep asking too many questio
bedti ma) osntachr,y :t he Shepherd |Boy, and Hi
Color s.

( Mi keay.,k . a. Mi k e ADAa ikli yn stoinb ))& rmppemdi ngs




Partnership in Missional Church
A four page supplement
The Missional Innovation Team (MIT) recently reached out to ask

you if you can help us identify:

q Partners who may want to work with us on our
Missional Adaptive Challenge (MAC).

1 People we want to reach out to within our community

We have now identified a group of people that we hope will share
our vision and who will want to partner with us on our MAC;
whether that is getting involved or helping to “open doors” for us so

that we can build bridges into the community.

Over the last few weeks we have been sharing Dwelling in the
Word Luke 10:1-12 and we would ask for your support and
prayers that the Holy Spirit will guide us as we hold one-on-one
conversations to identify true advocates for our challenge and who
will accept an  invitation to an informal ‘organizational meeting’ to

discuss the kind of future possible for our community.

The MIT meet together regularly and we would always welcome
anyone who wants to learn more or get involved in the challenge — if

you are interested contact Jeanette Beecher (01189776408).




PMC - what’s it all about? A personal view

Underpinning PMC is the idea that “if people won’t come to church -
then the church will have to go to the people”. It is to help change
our way of thinking about, of being and of doing church to a more
outward-looking missional orientation. This is a fundamental cultural
(mindset) change for a church and its members; but the alternative is
to risk becoming ever more irrelevant to those outside the church
and risk stagnation & decline. From experience, PMC says this cultural
change is easiest achieved through recognising “God at work’ and
then joining God in doing “God’s mission”. Based on what has
worked, PMC is a about developing good habits and “having a go”

over a three year period.

Some of aspects of PMC can be unclear & confusing and raise doubts
- “what are we meant to be doing?”’, “have we done the right thing?”,
“is PMC working/worth it?”’ | believe this is how PMC has to work, as
it has to accommodate many different paths & endpoints. This means
we have to determine & learn what works (or not) for us, reappraise
where we are & where we want to go and then continue; progress

may be slow, but we can make progress.

Key to the success of PMC at Woosehill is the enthusiastic &

active support & involvement of all church members. We, the

steering team & the MIT team cannot do it on our own, please come




My recognising “God at work”

(or how | became the PMC steering team leader)

One of the PMC “Spiritual Practices” is “Announcing the Kingdom”,
which is just the habit of noticing “God at work”, identifying the
works of God and telling others about this activity of God; so that
we become much more aware of the God’s presence, interest &

action in the world.

For some time Gavin has, due to work commitments, felt unable to

provide the input required as the PMC steering team leader and has
asked if anyone would like to take over as leader. | ignored him — he
clearly had the right/best skills, personality, enthusiasm, & spirituality

to be the leader, and | could never match him.

Mid-2016 God started to “prod” me; | thought | was just being asked
to support Gavin; so I'd report back about PMC at church council
meetings or attended a PMC leaders meeting when Gavin was away.
Then, in the autumn, with Paddy having left and Gavin often unable to
attend the steering team meetings | found myself (along with the rest
of the steering team) having to take a much more active role, thinking
about where we were going and what needed to be done. | still

thought | was just supporting Gavin!




Then, in January God “upped the ante” getting Richard to email me
rather than Gavin about reintroducing “Dwelling in the Word”. |
thought it was just a mistake, but Richard carried on emailing me
rather than Gavin. And then Mary Cassidy (St Pauls PMC steering
team leader) also started to email me rather than Gavin— at this
point | noticed “something was happening”; hmmm, maybe God was

trying to tell me something.

At the February PMC cluster Gavin again asked if anyone was
willing to take over as the steering leader — | knew he was going to

ask; I'd had a few hints, but | still surprised myself and said OK.

So now I'm the steering team leader; I'm still trying to work out
what the role is about and | still believe Gavin is the best person for
the job, but I’'m the one available. For PMC to be successful church
members always needed to get involved; with me now leading the

steering team the need to get involved has become more urgent!

Are you “suffering” a series of coincidences or is it God at work?

Come and announce it.

Steven Lewis
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RN PEres

Can you find all the pets in this word search? The

.
L]
waords might be across, down or diagonal, but not

backwards. If you have [or would like) one of these ‘;J‘I(\Ji,ﬂ'

pets, put a big red circle around the word|
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horse cal tortoise rabbit

hamster  mouse guinea pig

dog gerbil snake
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@ waw. ActivityVillage.co.uk
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The Neglected Best Seller

It is the world’s best seller; yet the most neglected and least
consulted life map.

It is the most scrutinised yet misread, misrepresented and least
understood.

It is the most naked book yet the most mysterious;
the most loved book yet the most persecuted.

It can be understood by children but often an enigma to the mature.

Even the illiterate may discern its light yet the wise and educated are
confounded by it.

It is shallow, shallow enough for an ant to walk in yet deep enough to
drown an elephant.

It is a fire that burns the heart’s dross and water that cools the soul’s
burning thirst.

It opens eyes of the blind but its light may blind faithless eyes.

It is a double edged sword yet its thrusts and cuts bring salvation and
wholeness.

The Bible is most nutritious soul food and the most potent balm for
life.

Should | not pursue it for its benefits in this life and the next?

Revd. Patrick Mukholi
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Congratulations

to Patrick on his appointment
governor at The Hawthorns Primary

Hawthorns
rimary School




Tadpoles—Coffee and Play @ Woosehill
Wednesday mornings in term time 9-1 lam

We have a few vacancies in our lovely Tadpoles group at the
moment, so if you know any young families on Woosehill or
nearby who would like to join us for playtime, craft , songs
and stories as well as good Fairtrade coffee, please do invite
them to join us.Tadpoles is very much a community group
for the adults as well as the little ones and is a friendly and
supportive gathering.

Talk to Val, Sue Youle or Doreen for more information

&) 2 34 3rjpreeddhdol children and their parents,

grandparents or carers to introduce the children to church in a
relaxed, fun and friendly way.
2" Thursday of Each Month (Term Time)

Next daMey 19:-116G.alnbam
Chil@r €€hapel® G6huPab] R

Please come along with your pre-school children for songs,
stories, craft activities and refreshments.

For more information call Richard Lamey 0118 327 9116

or Liz Gallagher 0118 989 1176.
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REGULAR MEETINGS
Sunday
Church services - see Services Diary and weekly newsletter
Tuesday
Fellowship group: Exploring Faith at 8pm in the church.
Wednesday
Tadpoles group: Coffee and play for pre-school children and their carers
9.00-11.00am in term time.
Contact: Val Weedon: 9791156/ 07919062770
or valerie.weedon@btinternet.com
Lunchtime fellowship: meet in the church at 12 noon.
Thursday
Together in prayer: monthly on third Thursday from 8-9pm
Contact Lyn Brown: 9782816
Saturday
Church work party: first Saturday in month 10.30am
Contact John Hoskins: 9792597

Church contacts
Red Patrick2Mu&therdiidan Way, Woki
0118 9773397
patrick. mukholi @spauls.org. uk
Re@ Richard Lamey, The Rectory,
richard. |l amey@spaul s. org. uk

St BBauwlari sh Of fice, Reading Roac
0118 979 2122 ( Parish administr
of fi ce@sakpianughsam. or g. uk

Red Catherine Bowstead
5 Chetwode Cl ose, Woki ngham RG40
mini ster @voki nghammet hodi st . or g.

For room hire bookings contact Tony Sayer on 0118 9786560
or email tony.sayer@ntlworld.com
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Pattern of Services at Wooselhill
Keep an eye out in the newsletter for more up to date information
too. You can receive this weekly by email:
contact Alison Lewis at woosehill.church@googlemail.com

l1st Sunday:
8. 458amly Communi on

l0aMorning Worship

2nd Sunday:

l0amoly Communi on

3rd Sunday
8. 458mly Communi on

l0aMorning Worship

4t h Sunday
l0amoly Communi on

6. 15pmeni ng Reflective

(5th Sunday)
l10am@af ® Church

5.30pm Service at Suffolk
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